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Digital Archives of Baseball History No. 006

Koji Naito PNEIEIR

New Theory : The first Japanese player of the All-Nations was a Keio boy
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1913 GOLDSMITH'S ALL-NATIONS BASEBALL CLUB POST CARD
From left to right : Art Dunbar, Frank Blattner, John Donaldson, McBride, George Walla, Castanier, Jose Mendez (HOF), Pedros, Cabinas, Chief Seymour & Naito

The All-Nations (1912-1925) was an independent "professional"
barnstorming baseball team formed in 1912 by a group of talented

players from various nationalities.

At a time when not only baseball, but American society as a whole,
was strictly against racial segregation, this was a groundbreaking club

team that broke down racial barriers in every aspect of the game.

This team was a "professional" baseball team more than 110 years ago,
the first to realize the "Ideal of what a human being should be" without

discrimination and prejudice.

In this issue, we looked into Koji Naito (from Keio Futsubu), the first

Japanese player to play in such an "All-Nations".



The 1llustration at the beginning of this page 1s a postcard of "All-
Nations" made in 1913. It also served as a permission slhip for

newspaper reporters.

The smallest player at the front 1s a Japanese player named "Naito".

Others are, from left to right, Art Dunbar, Frank Blattner, John
Donaldson, McBride, George Walla, Castanier, Jose Mendez (HOF),
Pedros, Cabinas, Chief Seymour.

In fact, 1t was known early on that there was a Japanese player
named "K.Naito" in "All-Nations".

But, "Who was he ? What was he like ? For many years, this was a

mystery even to baseball historians in Japan and the United States.

For this reason, Goro Mikami, who played for the "All-Nationals"
from 1914, has been considered the first "professional" baseball player

1n Japan.

So, while researching Japanese-language newspapers published in
the United States in the past, I found an article that convinced me that

Koj1 Naito was the first Japanese player on the "All-Nations" team.

Fellow Chicago baseball player Koji Naito will join the semi-pro
team again this spring. and will be traveling around the country.

This 1s a section of an article titled "@ Baseball News," dated April
19, 1913, from the New York Simpo (i & #r#). From the content of this

article, 1t appears

"Koji Naito, a Japanese baseball player living in Chicago, has joined a
semi-professional team (supposedly "All-Nations") again this spring
and travel to various places to play games."




In the American baseball world at that time, due to wvarious
restrictions, the only "semi-professional team" that Japanese players

could join was virtually the "All-Nationals".

The reading of "W IK" was confirmed as "Naito Koji" by a
"traveler's list" still in the United States.

In other words, there can be no doubt that "K.Naito" 1s "Koj1 Naito"

based on the timing and content of these documents.

So what kind of person was "Koji Naito" ©?

Koji Naito was born on January 16, 1886 1n Kawabe-mura,
Kanzaki-gun, Hyogo Prefecture (today's Ichikawa-cho, Kanzaki-gun,
Hyogo Prefecture), the eldest son of his father, Usaburo.

April 1897. Entered Keio Yochisha Elementary School
April 1899. Graduates from Keio Yochisha Elementary School at age 13.
Classmates include Hachishiro Mikami (Goro Mikami's older brother)
April 1899. Entered Keio Futsubu School 2nd year due to excellent
orades (Keio Futsubu is a private senior high school)
Regularly active in the baseball and garden tennis clubs
April 1903.Graduated from Keio Futsubu School
Classmates include Yaichiro Sakurai(Baseball Hall of Fame Special Recognition)
August 1904. Studied in the U.S. from Keio University Preparatory School at the age of 18.
< City and school name of the study abroad destination are unknown at this time.
In 1912. At the age of 26, he joined the "All-Nations"
In 1913. At the age of 27, left "All-Nations"
*Date of return from the U.S. is unknown at this time.
June 1929. Founded Claude Neon Electric Company with four
members and became a director. Since then, he has

served as president of group companies.



Sporting activities at Keio Futsubu School by "Koj1 Naito"

According to the "History of Keio University Baseball Club",
In March 1902, when he was a fifth-year student at the Futsubu
School, he participated In an intrasquad game played by Futsubu
School players, batting order 1s third batter and playing shortstop.

In March 1904, he participated in the "Second Players (semi-regular)
Game" as a batter and was a member of the winning team along with

Matsutaro Naoki (center fielder) and others.

In addition, the "Keio Giyuku Gakuho" also includes the following
There 1s also a record of his participation as the No. 3 hitter and a
playing shortstop in a June 1902 game between the Keio Futsubu

School Ordinary Division team and a team from the four schools
(Azabu, Seisoku, Rikkyo, and Aoyama Gakuin Senior High School).

In addition, he was active in the tennis club for four years, from 1901,
when he was a senior at the Keio University Preparatory School, until
1904, when he went to the United States to study tennis.

According to one book, "In the garden tennis clubs of the early days,
men such as Koji Naito and Gisuke Musashino practiced from morning
till night with their rackets in their hands.

Also, according to Shinzo Koizumi (former president of Keio University)
"In terms of tennis skills, I was particularly guided by Koji Naito,
Naito was a baseball shortstop who switched to tennis. He was not
only a man of skill, but also a man of character and wisdom, and he
seemed to be a man who would always find a way out of any

difficulty he encountered."

If "Koji Naito" had not devoted himself to baseball and studied in the
United States during his time at Keio University Preparatory School,

he would have been a promising baseball player in Japan.



Sporting activities of Koj1 Naito in the U.S.

The circumstances of Koji Naito's joining "All-Nations" are not well
known. However, one newspaper, dated April 20, 1912, states
"The All-Nations Baseball Club 1s looking for four outstanding players:

an Indian, a Chinese, a Japanese, and a Negro".

Naito must have learned from these articles that "All-Nations" was

looking for Japanese players and applied himself.

In another newspaper, dated May 3, 1912
In an article announcing the "All-Nations" game scheduled to be held

on May 5, the name " L.F. Japanese K. Naito" was already introduced.

By the way, Koj1 Naito continued to play tennis as well as baseball in
the United States.

The New York Simpo, dated April 26, 1913, reported the ranking of

Japanese tennis players in Chicago at the time.

The article states, "The top-ranked player in the east 1s Hachishiro

Mikami, and the second-ranked player in the west 1s Koj1 Naito.

This article also reveals the relationship between Naito and Goro
Mikami (Hachishiro's younger brother) through Naito's reunion and

interaction with Hachishiro Mikami (a classmate from elementary
school).

Goro Mikami became a member of the "All-Nations" team 1n 1914,

replacing Koji Naito.

For Koji Naito, Goro Mikami must have been the best successor.



Koi1 Naito after returning to Japan

Koji Naito returned to Japan 1n the early 1920s and worked as a
lumber importer for a while.

Later, in 1929, he founded Claude Neon Electric Company (the
predecessor of today's Osaka Claude and others) in Osaka and Tokyo in
cooperation with three friends.

This company was the pioneer of full-scale outdoor advertising
production in Japan. The company acquired a universal patent for the
neon discharge tube invented by a Frenchman, Georges Claude, and

learned manufacturing techniques from an American engineer.

Koji Naito has also contributed to the development of the industry by
serving as the Osaka Branch Manager and as a director and president
of group companies in various locations.

Today, Osaka Claude Company 1s also responsible for the large

screens at Koshien Stadium and Kyocera Dome, as well as the neon

advertisements at Tsutenkaku Tower.

Koj1 Naito was the one who proudly opened the "door to the world".
His unknown step was the new history of Japanese baseball 1tself that

continues to this day.
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“Once a theory 1s established, it 1s extremely difficult to overturn or correct it.

If you have experienced it even once, I think you would agree.”

—From Saburo Saito's "Takuboku Bungaku Walk" (A Walk Through Takuboku's Literature), p. 165

This time, I did a little research on Koji Naito
(the first Japanese player of "All-Nations").

We welcome your comments, opinions, new information, etc.

Thank you very much for reading to the end.

February 02, 2023
Author: Masanori Hirota (Research on Baseball History)
Published by Sports Literature

Translated at www.DeepL.com / Translator (free version).



